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Course objectives:  
The changing nature of contemporary armed conflict pose a significant challenge to the theory 

and practice of peacemaking. This course will provide a dialogic space to review theories, 

models and skills for theorizing and developing peace initiatives that can respond to protracted 

armed conflict particularly in South Asia. The course is organized around five themes for 

peacemaking: protracted armed conflicts, approaches to peacemaking, critical frames in 

peacemaking (timing, violence and spoilers), peace agreements, en-gendering peacemaking and 

post conflict challenges. The attempt is to critically engage with the rich body of academic 

literature on peace process, negotiations, mediation, dialogue, peace accords, power sharing, post 

conflict challenges from the standpoint of global south. Keeping in mind a representative 

spectrum, and space for comparative review, in-depth analysis of five case studies: Northern 

Ireland, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Bosnia Herzegovina and Kashmir would be offered. The attempt is to 

initiate a dialogical process of enquiry and creativity in thinking about protracted armed 

conflicts. The pedagogy for the course would be elicitive, participatory and would draw on 

multiple formats for the teaching -learning process. 

 

Course Structure: 

 

Unit 1: Understanding Protracted Conflict (Week 1-3) 

This unit will introduce the students to the key debates on old and new war’s specifically in 

South Asia  

 

Unit 2: Understanding Peacemaking (Week 3-6) 

The module attempts to provide conceptual clarity on the field of Peacemaking. It will introduce 

students particularly to the theory of dialogue, negotiations and mediation. It would also explore 

questions around: What defines a peace process? Why is there a recent proliferation of peace 

process and peace accords? And why do some fail or succeed? 

 

Unit 3: Critical Frames in Peacemaking: Timing, Violence & Spoilers (Week 6-9) 

This unit will introduce students to critical frames on timing of intervention, the debates on 

mutually hurting stalemate and ripeness of conflicts, violence and thecritical issues around 

spoilers. 

 

Unit 4: Peace Agreements, Conflict Termination & Recurrence: The Critical Challenges 

(Week 9-12) 

This unit will introduce students to the politics of signing peace accords and critical 

issues around power sharing, partition, security guarantees and minority rights. In the 

process it will also critically engage with the issues on conflict termination and conflict 

recurrence. 

 



 

 

Unit 5: En-Gendering Peacemaking: UN Resolution 1325 & Beyond 

(Week 12-14) 

This unit will attempt to provide critical perspectives and women experiences of conflict and 

discuss feminist perspectives on peacemaking particularly in the backdrop of UNSC resolution 

1325, 1820 and et.al 
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