
 

 

Department: International Relations  Faculty: Social Sciences 

 

Course Title: War in International Relations (MA, Optional) 

 

Number of Credits: Four 

 

Course Objectives: 

International Relations as a formal discipline was established in the context of the 

devastations caused by World War One. The initial objective of this discipline was to 

study wars to find out why they recurred. This course introduces students to wars as a 

phenomenon in the international system. Not only will this course examine the vari-

ous reasons why wars break out in the international system but it will also engage 

with insights and theories drawn from other disciplines to add additional perspective 

on this issue. The course aims to be more than just answering the question, “Why do 

wars occur?” It will also examine the relationship between wars on the one hand and 

societies, the changing nature of wars and some of its salient aspects. 

  

It is hoped that by the end of the course, students will develop an appreciation of the 

phenomenon of wars and acquaint themselves with the various frameworks that ex-

amine wars. As a number of IR theories have been developed keeping wars as the ob-

ject of focus, it is apt that students understand the various dynamics associated with 

wars and the basic debates that animate scholarship on the issue. 

 

Course Structure: 

 

Unit I: Wars – Beyond Acts of Violence 

(This unit will be covered in Weeks 1 and 2) 

This unit will introduce students to war in definitional and conceptual terms. It will 

underline the fact that wars are more than mere acts of senseless violence. In order to 

do so, students will be exposed to thinkers who sought to understand wars as purpose-

ful enterprises and who also asserted that wars play an important role in upholding the 

basic edifice of the international system.   

 

Unit II: War Trajectories 

(This unit will be covered in Weeks 3 and 4) 

In this unit, we will be examining the broad trends as far as modern wars are con-

cerned. What has been their trajectory and how have the nature of wars been changing 

over time? How have modern wars impinged on the way hierarchies have been estab-

lished in different parts of the world?  

 

Unit III: Wars – The First Image 

(This unit will be covered in Weeks 5 and 6) 

As part of this topic, students will be shown the relationship between individuals and 

wars. What role do individuals (decision-makers, the lay person) play in the occur-

rence of wars? Is human nature the reason why we indulge in wars? How have indi-

viduals’ perceptions of events and realities created the conditions for the outbreak of 

wars?    

 

 

 



 

 

 

Unit IV: The Sub-State Level  

(This unit will be covered in Weeks 7 and 8) 

This unit will introduce students to factors that inhere at a level between the individu-

al and the state that have the potential to trigger wars. It will examine the ways in 

which intra-group dynamics create conditions that could lead to crises and even wars.  

 

Unit V: Wars – The Second Image 

(This unit will be covered in Weeks 9 and 10) 

This topic will focus on factors that inhere within states that have led to, or could 

lead, to wars. It will look at the means and processes within states that enable them to 

mobilize resources and personnel for the purpose of conducting wars.    

 

Unit VI: The Third Image 

(This unit will be covered in Weeks 11 and 12) 

Students will be introduced to the proposition that the structure of the international 

system – and not individual proclivities or internal characteristics of a state – plays an 

important role in the outbreak of wars. This unit will also examine the debate: are 

more nuclear weapons a guarantee of a safer international system? 
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